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"WHY.WE LOVE Barbie

HELLO, BARBIE!
In her tiny stilettos,

Barbie teetered into our
lives on March 9, 1959, at
the American International
Toy Fair in New York. “Teen-Age
Fashion Model” Barbara Millicent
Roberts sported a black-and-white striped
one-piece bandeau bathing suit and gold hoop
earrings, and came with a pair of sunglasses.
As for options, she had either a blonde or
brunette ponytail and poofy bangs. The Mattel
company of Hawthorne, California — also the
birthplace of American icons Marilyn Monroe
and the Beach Boys — suggested a retail
price of $3. Extra outfits cost $1to $5.

Many of the toy buyers in attendance at
the fair, including the all-powerful one from
Sears (with a popular mail-order catalog,
retailer Sears was arguably the Amazon of
its day) passed on the 11.5-inch high doll with
breasts. But not for long. With a boost from
advertising during ABC's The Mickey Mouse

Club beaming directly to Mattel's desired =3
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Three-year-old fan
Lyla Mulcahy (opposite
page, left) admired
acopy of Barbie® as
she was sold in 1959
(and advertised in

her first commercial,
opposite page, below)
to celebrate the doll's
50th anniversary
onMarch7,2009, at
London toy emporium
Hamleys. Another
version (right) was
displayed 10 years
later in New York City
atthe Barbie® 60th
Anniversary Pop-Up
day

exploring Barbie®'s
history and legacy.
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Atthe 2020 Spielwarenmesse

in Nuremberg, Germany — the

largest annual toy industry trade

show held in the world — Mattel

unveiled the newest editions to

its Fashionistas™ line, including

the first Ken* doll with long hair

(below, center), and a Barbie® with

agold prosthetic leg (far right).
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consumers, Barbie was soon selling out
at the shops that did take a risk on her.
High heels be damned, Barbie moved.

Sixty-four years on, artist Andy Warhol has
immortalized her. Balmain and Vera Wang have
designed for her. Barbie has run for president,
been to the moon, and dabbled in some 200 |
careers from a nurse, doctor, teacher, CEQ,
and rapper to a ballerina, dentist, vet, firefighter,
and computer scientist. She has been created
in the form of celebrities from 1960s model
Twiggy to transgender actor Laverne Cox
and environmentalist Jane Goodall. Francie,
the first Black doll made in the Barbie mold,
debuted in 1967, ushering in a wave of Barbies
in a full range of ethnicities, skin tones, and [

i from Thai to

Barbie reigns over a multiverse that includes
some 45 categories of products starting
with the classic Barbie doll; her stalwart
boyfriend, Ken; all their friends and family;
the Dreamhouse; clothing for children and
adults; and food, like Barbie Funables fruit =%
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PRESIDENT

While Barbie (Margot
Robbie) took Ken (Ryan
Gosling) on an adventure
beyond Barbie Land in
the 2023 film Barbie
(opposite page), the doll
has hit the presidential
campaign trall in every
federal election year
since 1992 (except
1996). Here, in 2016, was
the first all-female ticket.

snacks. Sold in 150 countries, the brand
earned about $1.49 billion in 2022. (Notably,
Barbie never flourished in India and has at
times been banned in countries like Russia
and Saudi Arabia) There are animated shows
and streaming movies, a YouTube channel
(with 11.3 million subscribers), and a live-
action feature film starring Margot Robbie and
directed by Greta Gerwig due July 21, 2023.

It all began when Mattel's Ruth Handler
had an epiphany while watching her daughter,
Barbara, playing animatedly with paper dolls
who represented adults, a stark contrast
with how she interacted with the more popular
baby dolls of the time. “There was a definite
need for a different kind of doll that would
give girls the chance to interpret the adult
world in all sorts of ways," Handler wrote
in the foreword to 2000's Barbie: A Visual
Guide to the Ultimate Fashion Doll.

Unforeseen by Handler, Barbie's unrealistic
figure would be blamed for perpetuating
gender stereotypes and contributing to

body dysmorphia. She has been called
materialistic, especially in 1992 when Teen
Talk Barbie spouted bon mots like “Let's
go shopping,” and “Math class is tough.”

Still, we continue to love Barbie. Writing
in 2010's The Good, The Bad, and The Barbie:
A Doll's History and Her Impact on Us, novelist
Meg Cabot (The Princess Diaries) wrote,
“How Barbie looked was never the issue.
Not to the girls who loved her. It was what
she taught us that mattered. And what she
taught us was that, like Barbie, we could
be anything we wanted to be."

Author MG. Lord, who wrote 1994's Forever
Barbie: The Unauthorized Biography of a Real
Doll, references Hopi Indian dolls, Carl Jung,
and ancient mother cults to get to the core of
Barbie's meaning. “In Barbie's universe, women
are not the second sex... Critics who ignore
Barbie's mythic dimension often find fault
with her lifestyle... Of course Barbie inhabits
a prelapsarian paradise of consumer goods;
she has never been exiled from the garden.” B
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FOR ALL THE POSITIVES

creator Ruth Handler
envisioned her doll could

bring about, tiny Barbie

has also long been held up

as a mirror of society’s ills,

and the foil for a sometimes

blundering corporation. She has

been accused of everything from perpetuating

harmful gender roles to cyber espionage.

From the moment Barbie debuted as
a teenage fashion model in 1959, her idealized

mature figure was a symbol of hyper, unrealistic
femininity and seemed to put pressure on girls
to be thin, most directly with 1965's Slumber
Party Barbie, who had a diet book that said,
“Don't Eat!” Social scientists have studied

her effect on children every which way

and the results are damning. For instance,
some calculate that a life-size Barbie would
be an unrealistic 5' 9", 110 pounds, with

a 39" bust, 18" waist, 33" hips, and size 3
shoes. And a 2006 study in Developmental
Psychology said that 5- to 8-year-old girls
who had Barbies were less confident about

their bodies and wanted to be thinner than
girls who did not have Barbies.

‘She was everything we didn't want to be and
Were being told to be,” feminist icon and former
Ms magazine editor Gloria Steinem says in
the 2018 Hulu documentary Tiny Shoulders:
Re!hmkmg Barbie. In February 1972, feminists
leafletted the annual Toy Fair saying Barbie,
_‘]")“Q vith other fashion dolls, were sexist and
€ncouraged little girls to see themselves solely
s mannegquins, sex objects or e
according to The New York Times. Stereotypes

die hard: Barbie went on to have some 200
i ible jobs from to
candidate, but a 2010 book, Barbie: | Can
Be a Computer Engineer, had programmer
Barbie needing male co-workers to make
avideo game and fix a virus.

The path to racial equality has been equally
rough. Mattel's first Black doll in the Barbie line,
1967's “Colored Francie,” came out when that
label was already an offensive anachronism.
Plus, Black Francie was made from the exact
same mold as white Francie, just using -2




SIGN OF THE Times

darker plastic. The next year, Christie,

Barbie's friend, had the same body as
Barbie but features and hair that more
accurately reflected those of Black
women. In 1969, Julia, modeled after
actor Diahann Carroll's TV nurse,
joined the force of working Barbies,
but it took 11 more years for
generic Black and Latina Barbie
dolls to be introduced. In 1981, an
Asian Barbie was launched but
was given the now-outdated
racial label Oriental Barbie.

I
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Likewise, Mattel's
first attempts at
making a doll with
disabilities, 1997's
Share a Smile Becky, used
a wheelchair that could not fit
through the door or into the
elevator of Barbie’s Dreamhouse.
(The company has corrected
this: the latest models of the
Barbie Fashionistas doll have
a wheelchair that fits in the
Dreamhouse, dolls with prosthetic
limbs, and various skin conditions,

DIAHANN such as alopecia and vitiligo.)

CARI
AS JULIA® <
Barbie and technology have
also been a dicey mix. Both 2010's
Barbie Video Girl, who had a camera
in her chest, and 2015's Hello, Barbie,
a Wi-Fi-enabled Barbie akin to Siri
who could interact with a child
through a cloud-based system,
were criticized as ways of spying
on children, security risks, and
potential tools for pedophiles.

On a pure toy extension level, Barbie

had some unsuccessful iterations: 1975's
Growing Up Skipper, who grew an inch taller
and developed breasts when her left arm was
turned all the way around counterclockwise;
1997's Oreo Fun Barbie, specifically the Black
version as Mattel apparently was not aware
that Oreo was a racial slur; and 2003's Midge
& Baby Happy Family set, who had a tiny

| baby hidden below a belly flap.

It's hard to predict what Barbie’s next
kerfuffle will be, but odds are, she will survive. ‘B

@ vanic

Visible change

On April 25,2023,
Mattel introduced

the world to a Barbie
with Down syndrome,
complete with her own
ankle foot orthotics,
and an ensemble

with butterflies and
shades of blue and
yellow, the symbols and
colors that represent
Down syndrome
awareness. “It was

an honor working

with Barbie on the

4
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Barbie doll with P
Down syndrome,” Dawr‘_

said Kandi Pickard, Introduced in 1970, at
president and CEO 6% inches tall, Dawn

of the National 3 dolls were shorter than
Down Syndrome Barbie - and shorter-lived
Society. “This as their manufacturer,

Topper, went bankrupt

in 1973. Like early Barbie,
Dawn and her friends
were models, who for

a brief, disco-drenched
early '70s moment, held
their own against the
statuesque Barbie.

Dartci
Produced by Kenner in
1978, Darci Cover Girl
was yet another model.
} Taller (at 12.5 inches)
| and more realistically

means so much for
our community, who
for the first time, can
play with a Barbie
doll that looks like
them. This Barbie
serves as a reminder
that we should
never underestimate
the power of
representation.”

As part of their
ongoing inclusion
efforts, Mattel
introduced a doll

with a hearing aid “ proportioned than Barbie,
in 2022 (below). b ]

Darci, too, discovered
the cruelties of the doll-
modeling industry; she
only lasted until 1981.

Bratz

Aninch and a half
shorter than Barbie,
with an oversized head
and large almond eyes
evocative of Margaret
Keane paintings, Bratz
challenged Barbie's
fashion-doll dominance.
Since 2001, the racially
ambiguous Bratz have

cut into Barbie's sales
and kicked up a lot
of controversies. The
American Psychological
Association criticized
them for sexualizing
young girls, and their
manufacturer, MGA
Entertainment, got
mired in a legal battle
with Mattel, which
claimed they owned
rights to the Bratz
since their designer,
Carter Bryant, had been
working for Mattel while
developing the dolls.

Tuylly,

There are some hijab-




%)
:
i‘.

EDITORIAL DIRECTION BY:

10TEN MEDIA LLC
[ e e s e

EXECUTIVE EDITOR
BOB DER

MANAGING EDITOR
CYNTHIA WANG

CREATIVE DIRECTOR
JACQUELINE PAGE

WRITERS
MARIANNE BILKEY
DAVID MICHAEL BROWN
MARA REINSTEIN
MARIA SPEIDEL

RESEARCH EDITOR
MARINA
BUDARINA-SANCHEZ

a360media
_

PRESIDENT &
CHIEF MEDIA OFFICER

DOUG OLSON

EVP, CONSUMER REVENUE
ERIC SZEGDA

CHIEF CONTENT OFFICER
AMANDA DAMERON

EVP, CHIEF REVENUE OFFICER
CAREY WITMER

SVP, MARKETING
SUSAN PARKES

VP, CONSUMER MARKETING
HOLLY OAKES
TOM MALONEY

SENIOR DIRECTOR,
CONSUMER MARKETING

BRIAN THEVENY

DIRECTOR, CONSUMER MARKETING
MELANIE PISELLI

CIRCULATION MANAGER
BILL FIAKOS

Published by A360 Media, LLC.
All rights reserved.
Reproduction in whole or in part
without prior permission of the
publisher is prohibited.
Printed in the U.S.A.

. 2N
Photo C1 edits
Cover: DinosArt/Shutterstock p2: All Harvgy/%efg\':i‘;agztsty F|’4-5:
Mattel, Inc. P6: Felix Wong/South China Mqrnmg};_{ r?son 2 Cerl mages
PB:JCarter Rinaldi/Getty Images 10: Flonz;/1 tat el E[l)ges-/
PA Images via Getty Images; Mattel, Inc. P11‘:1 ; hjagél ln;: P1;5- vsmel
Karmann/picture allianscie vli(ap(;ettg/ Ipﬂ;%Qf; l\,;;tt.el N Pie ) le:':er
Bros./Album/Alamy Stock Fho -17: ) [Get lm' ,.
. Everett Collection P21: yvonne Hemsey/Getty Images;
Pona.tt%(l),L;:ce.s}I:’23: Schlesinger Library, Harvard Umveriutgr;] Btem;ann
Archives via Getty Images; Teenage doll/Alamy Stoc. L 0 oH 24
Mattel, Inc.; Bettmann Archives via Getty Images P25: I;ZZ?R anson
- PA Images/PA Images via Getty‘lmages; Mattel,‘li}c.ff i : tobert
Mora/Getty Images P27:lan Waldie/Getty Images; Je ristensen/

ive vi < P28: Chesnot/Getty Images P30: AP/
Hulton Archive via Getty Image izt B e e

Shutterstock P32: Mattel, Inc.; Bren
Paul Bruinooge/Patrick McMullan via Getty Images P33: Chesnot/Getty
Images P34: Hector Mata/AFP via Get_ty Images; S_hutterstock P35:
Sergio Dionisio/EPA/ShutterstooK; Chip Somodevilla/Getty Images;
Horst Ossinger/picture alliance via Getty Images P36: Mattel, lnc:; PA
Images/Alamy Stock Photo; Stefanie Keenan/Getty Images for Neiman
Marcus P37: Lawrence Lucier/Getty Images; Falrfa>§ Media via Getty
hmidt/picture alliance via

| iaG Images P38: Christoph Sc :
o L c.; Daniel Karmann/picture

Getty Images; Mattel, Inc. P39: Mattel, In 1
) daG . Hulton Archive/Getty Images

alliance via Getty Images P40: Mattel, Inc.;
Getty Images; Yvonne Hemsey/

P41: Mel Melcon/Los Angeles Times via
Getty Images; Jonathan Hordle/Shutterstock; Mattel, Inc. P42: Ever_ett
Collection Inc/Alamy Stock Photo P43: Chesnot/Getty Images; Chip
Somodevilla/Getty Images; Mattel, Inc. P44: Fiona Hanson - PA Images/
nc. P45: Mattel, Inc,; Lawrence

PA Images via Getty Images; Mattel, | 4
Lucier/Getty Images; Brian Bould/Daily Mail/Shutterstock P4_6-48:
Mattel, Inc. P50: Mattel, Inc,; RMyers/Alamy Stock Photo P51: DinosArt/

Shutterstock P52-53: Mattel, Inc,; Mattel/Solent News/Shutterstock
P54: Instagram/kimkardashian; Jason Koerner/Getty Images for Audacy;
Gotham/GC Images via Getty Images; Chesnot/Getty Images P56:
Tony Korody/Sygma/Sygma via Getty Images P57: Mark Ralston/AFP
via Getty Images P58: Mattel, Inc.; Gilles Bassignac/Gamma-Rapho via
Getty Images P59: Mattel, Inc.; WENN Rights Ltd/Alamy Stock Photo;
Chesnot/Getty Images P60: Pierre Vauthey/Sygma/Sygma via Getty
Images; Chesnot/Getty Images; Mattel, Inc. P61: Micheline Pelletier/
Sygma via Getty Images; Mattel, Inc,; Foc Kan/Wirelmage via Getty
Images P62: Mattel, Inc.; Victor Chavez/Wirelmage via Getty Images;
Hector Mata/AFP via Getty Images P63: Chesnot/Getty Images P64:
Thierry Chesnot/Getty Images P65: Chesnot/Getty Images; Gabe
Ginsberg/Getty Images for Barbie: A Cultural lcon Exhibition P66:
Chesnot/Getty Images P68: FlixPix/Alamy Stock Photo P69: MEGA/
GC Images via Getty Images P70: Entertainment Pictures/Alamy Stock
Photo; Rick Rowell via Getty Images P71: Lifestyle pictures/Alamy
Stock P72: Cinematic Collection/Alamy Stock Photo P74: FlixPix/Alamy
Stock Photo P76-77: Mattel, Inc. P78: Warner Bros. Album/Alamy Stock
Photo; Instagram/barbiethemovie P79: Jon Kopaloff/Wirelmage via
Getty Images; Granada International/Shutterstock P80: Warner Bros.
Album/Alamy Stock; Moviestore/Shutterstock; Red Granite Pictures/
Album/Alamy Stock Photo P81: FlixPix/Alamy Stock Photo P82:
Jonathan Hordle/Shutterstock P84: Miguel Villagran/Getty Images;
Eduardo Parra/Getty Image; Mattel, Inc. P86: Mattel, Inc. P87: Khaled
Desouki/AFP via Getty Images; Edmond Terakopian - PA Images/PA
Images via Getty Images P88: Broadimage/Shutterstock P90: ©MATT
GROENING; Mary Ellen Matthews/NBCU Photo Bank/NBCUniversal via
Getty Images; Dana Edelson/NBCU Photo Bank/NBCUniversal via Getty
Images P91: Maximum Film/Alamy Stock Photo; Mattel, Inc. P92: Jeff
Vespa/Getty Images for Glamour; Yvonne Hemsey/Getty Images; Mattel,
Inc; John D Mchugh/AFP via Getty Images P93: Fairfax Media via Getty
Images; Mattel, Inc. P94-97: Mattel, Inc.; P99: Pedro Pardo/AFP via
Getty Images Back Cover: jyphoto/Alamy Stock Photo

This magazine is editorially independent and has not been li
en licensed or
approved by the owners of the characters or entertainment properties.




